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6 W- are perhaps effectually freed from the Tyrannical STUARTS, 
(1689, the reader will pleaſe to remember, was the next 
year after the Revolution) and from popery and flavery but methinks 
1 ſee another evil ruſhing in upon us, which, if it prevails to a great 
degree, and poſterity ſhould be at a loſs how to deal with it, may re- 
duce the nation to a ſtate of more helpleſs diſtreſs than that from which 
we hope in God we are juſt delivered; if the dangerous mode of Go- 
vernment lately adopted, of c!ofeting, penſioning and placing the Mem- 
bers of the Houſe of Commons, ſhould be carried to all the lengths 
Which may be imagined - poſterity may ſee ſome hundreds of placemer 
ſitting in the Houſe, beſide a multitude of ſecret penfioners and expette 
ants, who having a proſpett of indemnifying themſelves, may be 
ready to humour a corrupt Court in loading the People with Taxes, 
in voting a numerous ſtanding Army, in retrenching Liberty, parti- 
cularly that of the Preſs!—in multiplying needleſs exorbitant Places; 
in demoliſhing the great barrier againſt Tyranny, Trial by Juries; in 
building kingly prerogative, and parliamentary privilege on the runs | 
of Macxa Cuanrta, and the conftitution; and eſtabliſhing a Type | 
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the more formidable, as it will have the appearance of regular and con- 
ſtitutional Government, by King, Lords and Commons; and as oppoſi- 
tion to it will be called Rebellien againit lawful authority. In thofe diſmal 
times the will of the Court will be the law of the Houſes, the known ſenſe of 
| =_ — fy will be diſregarded, and reſponſibility to Conſtituents a matter of 
cule | | | 

I leave theſe papers to be publiſhed after my deceaſe, that poſterity 
may not be unprepared for this tremendous event, which will effec- 
tually and irrevocably rivet the chains of ſervitude on the People of 
Britain—unleſs they take courage, lay aſide party views, and act una- 
nimouſly as follows. KS . ö 

Whenever the People ſnall find themſelves in the ſituation here de- 
ſcribed, let the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and Common Council, Livery 
and Merchants, the incorporated Companies and other Inhabitants of 
the great, the rich, the free Metropolis, put forth a declaration that 
they ſee the National Liberty to be, by means of Parliamentary Cor- 
ruption in imminent danger, and that they hold it abſolutely neceſſary, 
that Parliaments be made (as originally Annual, with excluſion 
of two-thirds, by rotation every parliament, that the inconſiderable 
Boroughs be deprived of the privileges arbitrarily given them by 
Kings and Queens, of ſending Members (to the number of ſixty ad- 
ditional in one reign) and the Metropolis, the great Counties and rich 
Cities and Towns have ſuch an addition of Repreſentatives as ſhall 
keep up the preſent number of the Houſe of Commons upon the 
whole; and that no known Placemen, or Penſioner. or Officer in the 
Navy or Army have à feat in the Houſe, with heavy penalties in caſe of 
tranſgreſſion and reward to Informers, 

Every man of common ſenſe will ſee that theſe few regulations will 
at any time reſtore efficiency to the Conſtitution, becauſe they will 
render bribery on the part of the Court impoſſible; and then the Mem- 
bers will have no intereſt but that of their Country to purſue. 
The conſequence of the City's declaration will be, that the County 
of Middleſex and all the Counties and all the Cities and great Towns 
will publiſh declar«tions to the ſame effect—let all the inhabitants of 
the capital, or if poſſible of the Iſland, (beſides the Houfes of Par. 
Iiament) meet and inſiſt on the paſſing of ſuch acts as they ſhall ſee 
neceſſary for the Public Safety!!! | | : 
If twenty thouſand lives ſhould (which God forbid) be facrificed 
in one day in endeavouring to obtain the reſtoration of purity of par- 
liament, they will to gain ſo important a point, be well beſtowed, 
For (let poſterity hear and tremble) a corrupt Houſe of Commons is the 
greateſt evil that ever can ariſe. in England; it is the evil which un- 
redreſſed mult bring a total extinction of Liberty, for England can 
never be enſlaved but by a Parliament; and without interpoſition of 
he People, will under a Corrupt Parliament, moſt certainly loſe her li- 

rties. | 
I the King, Lords and Commons of thoſe t'mes (if ever ſuch times 
Dould come) do preſume to refuſe when required, by the Whole = 
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ple to grant theſe ſecvritiesof liberty which, if they were the true fathers 
of the People, they ought ſpontaneouſly ro hold out to them without 
ſtaying to be aſked; if the Government of thoſe times ſhould preſume 
I ſay, to reſuſe the demand of the whole People, this will be 2þf0 
facto—declaring themſelves the determined enemies of the People to whom 
they owe their authority; and it will then be lawful and neceſſary 
for the People to break all meaſures with them, and to treat them as 
all wife and brave nations have treated the declared enemies of their Li- 
berties. | 5 | | 
Let not daſtardly ſpirit check the genius of England when rouſing 

in vindication of Liberty, by crying out © the Army! ! the Irmy I 
an Army of Engliſhmen will hardly be brought to fight againſt the 
Liberties of Engliſhmen ; if theyp be ſo mercenary as to ſhew them- 
ſelves diſpoſed to murder their Tr for hire, let the People outbid 
the Government—Surely the purſe of the former is deeper than that of 
the latter, let the People allure the Soldiery that taking the ſide of 
Liberty, they ſhall have their own Liberty, improved from ſlavery 
for life, to diſmiſſion with continued pay for life; or from the con- 
dition of Soldiers, to that of Militiamen— Miſchief has on ſuch occa- 
fons been prevented by timely beſieging the Commanders of the Ar- 
my in their houſes ; Officers will always be Gentlemen of education ; 
luch perſons may generally be aſhamed into tenderneſs for their country, 
The more mercenary may be better provided for by the People than 
the Court can afford ; ſome may be ſpirited away, many will dread the 
reſentment of the People; for Officers cannot be always, guarded by their 
_ An Army without Commanders, is a flock of ſheep without a ſhep- 

erd. | | 

But the matter is not likely ever to come to this extremity—Unleſs ' 
Engliſhmen looſe their national character; the Members of both 
Houſes will hardly be ſo deſperate as to oppoſe the undoubted ſenſe 
of the nation properly declared and enforced ; they will dread aſſaſ- 
fination, in the country where the Soldiery will not be able to ſave 
them; they will conſider the whole People as an overmatch for fix 
or eight hundred, and that without doing them any violence within 
the law, the many muſt have it in their power to make the lives of 
the few a burden to them. | 

Theſe hints | leave for the wiſdom and bravery of poſterity to 

work upon. The ſooner the envenomed weed of Parliamentary Corrup- 
tion is attacked, the more eaſily it will be eradicated. ©* O my Countrymen, 
reſolue before it be too late to deſtroy Parliamentary Corruption—elfe it will 
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